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We request two changes to the religion major.

1. We have added a fourth category, religion and ethics in contemporary society, which will be
added to the existing categories (Asian religions, Islam, and Jewish and Christian scripture).
Students are currently required to take at least one class in each of the three existing categories.
Under the new requirements, students will take at least one course in three of the four categories.
This change will give students greater flexibility in choosing courses to complete the major while
maintaining the breadth of knowledge that we expect of religion majors.

2. We have reduced the number of 4000 level credits required from 9 to 6.
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Request: BA in Religion

Description of request: We request two changes to the religion major.

1. We have added a fourth category, religion and ethics in contemporary society, which will be added
to the existing categories (Asian religions, Islam, and Jewish and Christian scripture). Students are
currently required to take at least one class in each of the three existing categories. Under the new
requirements, students will take at least one course in three of the four categories. This change will
give students greater flexibility in choosing courses to complete the major while maintaining the
breadth of knowledge that we expect of religion majors.

2. We have reduced the number of 4000 level credits required from 9 to 6.
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Responses

Major Name Religion

Major Code REL

Degree Program Name Bachelor of Arts

Undergraduate Innovation Academy Program No

Effective Term Earliest Available

Effective Year Earliest Available

Current Curriculum for Major The program consists of 10 courses, which include at least one in
Asian religions, one in Islam, and one in Jewish or Christian scripture. In addition, all majors must
complete a junior seminar on methods and theories in the study of religion and a comparative East-
West capstone seminar.

The 10 courses (30 credits) for the undergraduate major in religion must be completed with minimum
grades of C. These courses must be taken from the introductory, intermediate and advanced levels of
the religion curriculum and they must expose the student to both eastern and western thought.
Proposed Curriculum Changes The department has approved an updated major, which adds a
fourth option to the Religion classes that can fulfill the major requirements. The new language
describing the major will read:

The program consists of 10 courses, which include at least one class in three of the following four
areas: Asian religions;, one in Islam;, and one in Jewish or Christian scripture; and religion and ethics
in contemporary society. In addition, all majors must complete a junior seminar on methods and
theories in the study of religion and a comparative East-West capstone seminar.

The 10 courses (30 credits) for the undergraduate major in religion must be completed with minimum
grades of C. These courses must be taken from the introductory, intermediate and advanced levels of
the religion curriculum and they must expose the student to both eastern and western thought.

In addition to this change, the department approved a change in the number of 4000 level courses
from 9 credits (3 classes) to 6 credis (2 classes).

UF Online Curriculum Change No

Pedagogical Rationale/Justification The department has not changed the curriculum in many years.
The chair asked the undergraduate committee to review the major curriculum in fall 2019 with the goal
of updating the major to reflect recent changes in the department due to retirements, new hires, and
new courses that have been added in recent years. The new version, which has been approved by the
department, adds a fourth category of classes that can fulfill the major requirements: religion and
ethics in contemporary society. This will give students more flexibility in the courses they can choose
and it formalizes the department's growing strength in the role of religion in contemporary social and
cultural processes. It will retain the breadth of knowledge that we expect of religion majors, requiring
students to study a variety of traditions, regions, approaches, and issues that are important in the
contemporary study of religion.
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The change from 9 to 6 credits of 4000 level work is meant to create a smoother path toward
completion, since 4000 level courses are not offered as regularly as 3000 level courses.

Impact on Enroliment, Retention, Graduation It will not affect students currently in the major in any
way, since it adds a fourth category to the three existing ones. Students who have proceeded through
the major in the current form can just choose those three existing categories to complete their major
requirements. The change in number of 4000 level credits required will not affect current students.
Assessment Data Review We reviewed the SLOs associated with the religion major
(https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/colleges-schools/UGLAS/RLN_BA/#academiclearningcompacttext)
Content

1. Identify, describe and explain religion as a significant and pervasive element in human culture.
Critical Thinking

2. Read and analyze current literature on method and theory in a study of religion.

3. Read and analyze current literature on comparative religion.

Communication

4. Effectively communicate, in speech and in writing, and disseminate the results of research in a

coherent and organized manner.

Academic Learning Compact and Academic Assessment Plan The courses included under the
option "Religion and Ethics in Contemporary Society” will, like the classes included under the other
three subject areas (Islam, Scripture, and Asian traditions), contribute towards completion of program
goals 1 and 4.

Catalog Copy Yes
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Courses in new area: Religion and Ethics in Contemporary Society

REL 2071: Sustainability and Religion

REL 3076: Cults and New Religious Movements
REL 3082: Global Ethics

REL 3099: Spirituality and Health Care

REL 3103: Religion and Nature in North America
REL 3108: Religion and Food

REL 3148: Religion and Violence

REL 3171: Ethics in America
REL 3492: Religion, Ethics, and Nature

REL 4092: Ethics, Utopias, and Dystopias
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